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Why are we here?
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37-75-104 (2)(c). Using data and information from the Statewide 
Water Supply Initiative and other appropriate sources and in 
cooperation with the on-going Statewide Water Supply Initiative, 
develop a basin-wide consumptive and nonconsumptive water 
supply needs assessment, conduct an analysis of available 
unappropriated waters within the basin, and propose projects or 
methods, both structural and nonstructural, for meeting those 
needs and utilizing those unappropriated waters where 
appropriate. Basin Roundtables shall actively seek the input and 
advice of affected local governments, water providers, and other 
interested stakeholders and persons in establishing its needs 
assessment, and shall propose projects or methods for meeting 
those needs. Recommendations from this assessment shall be 
forwarded to the Interbasin Compact Committee and other basin 
roundtables for analysis and consideration after the General 
Assembly has approved the Interbasin Compact Charter.







Section 1: We Got Data





We mapped where important nonconsumptive attributes are and called 
them focus areas



Identified projects and processes summary
Project 
Name

Project 
Locatio
n

Project 
Type

Project 
Status

Basin Roundtable Attributes 
Identified

Project Protections

Roaring Fork 
River

5-
85CW639

Appropriated Complete
d

Aquatic_Ec, Bluehead Sucker, CWCB instream 
flow water rights, CWCB natural lake level water 
rights, Geomorph_F, Gold Metal Trout Streams, 
Rafting/kayaking/flatwater reaches, Rec_Boatin, 
recreational in-channel diversion structures, 
Riparian/Wetlands, RipWet_Eco, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Communities, Water_Qual

Bluehead Sucker-D, Bonytail Chub-D, Colorado 
Pikeminnow-D, Colorado River Cutthroat Trout -D, 
Flannelmouth Sucker-D, Gold Metal Trout Lakes-D, 
Gold Metal Trout Streams-D, Humpback Chub-D, Rare 
Aquatic-dependent plants-I, Razorback Sucker-D, 
Razorback Sucker, Humpback Chub, Colorado 
Pikeminnow-D, Riparian/Wetlands-I, Roundtail Chub-D, 
Significant Fishing Waters-I, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Communities-I, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Plants-I, Trout Streams-D, Wetlands-I

Blue River 5-
86CW217

Appropriated Complete
d

Aquatic_Ec, Bluehead Sucker, CWCB instream 
flow water rights, Rafting/kayaking/flatwater 
reaches, Riparian/Wetlands, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Communities

Bluehead Sucker-D, Bonytail Chub-D, Colorado 
Pikeminnow-D, Colorado River Cutthroat Trout -D, 
Flannelmouth Sucker-D, Gold Metal Trout Lakes-D, 
Gold Metal Trout Streams-D, Humpback Chub-D, Rare 
Aquatic-dependent plants-I, Razorback Sucker-D, 
Razorback Sucker, Humpback Chub, Colorado 
Pikeminnow-D, Riparian/Wetlands-I, Roundtail Chub-D, 
Significant Fishing Waters-I, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Communities-I, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Plants-I, Trout Streams-D, Wetlands-I

Blue River 5-
86CW204

Appropriated Complete
d

Aquatic_Ec, CWCB instream flow water rights, 
Flannelmouth Sucker, Rafting/kayaking/flatwater 
reaches, Riparian/Wetlands, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Communities

Bluehead Sucker-D, Bonytail Chub-D, Colorado 
Pikeminnow-D, Colorado River Cutthroat Trout -D, 
Flannelmouth Sucker-D, Gold Metal Trout Lakes-D, 
Gold Metal Trout Streams-D, Humpback Chub-D, Rare 
Aquatic-dependent plants-I, Razorback Sucker-D, 
Razorback Sucker, Humpback Chub, Colorado 
Pikeminnow-D, Riparian/Wetlands-I, Roundtail Chub-D, 
Significant Fishing Waters-I, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Communities-I, Significant 
Riparian/Wetland Plants-I, Trout Streams-D, Wetlands-IWe researched what projects exist / are planned in those areas & what 

attributes they protect



Example of Protections in 
Southwest Basin 
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Important Riparian and Wetland Areas 

We put all that into a database that can generate statistics by attribute 
& area



We mapped all the projects and methods over the identified focus 
areas



M a p  D e t a i l  –  N o r t h  Fo r k  o f  t h e  G u n n i s o n



Arkansas Roundtable Site Specific Studies on 
John Martin Reservoir Wetlands and 

Neenoshe Reservoir System 



Watershed Flow Evaluation Tool (WFET): 
Steps to develop the tool

1. Hydrologic foundation – used Colorado’s StateMod 
to model daily natural and current flows.

2. Classify stream segments by hydrogeomorphic 
setting.

3. Using existing studies and data, developed 
quantitative models of flow alteration and 
ecological response.

4. Utilized Indicators of Hydrologic Alteration (IHA) 
software to analyze hydrologic data.

5. Developed mapping showing areas that may be at 
risk due to changes in flow regime.

Watershed Flow Evaluation Tool Application Overview11/15/11 13



Colorado & Yampa/White Watershed Flow 
Evaluation Tool Example Riparian 

Results
Click to edit Master text styles

Second level
Third level

Fourth level
Fifth level

Watershed Flow Evaluation Tool Application Overview
11/15/1114



F l o w  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  t h e  
D o l o r e s



Section 2: We are Already 
Making and Impact



We l l  r e t i r e m e n t s  o n  t h e  
A r i k a r e e



Land protection along the Rio 
Grande



S o u t h  P l a t t e  R i v e r  R a n c h



Tamarisk removal and riparian restoration on 
the Dolores



Section 3: Where to Now?



1. What are we concerned about and 
where?
2. Which areas need further study?
3. What can be done?
4. Where is flow or water level 

quantification helpful?
5. Where can a project (restoration, flow, 
etc.) move forward?
6. Where is no action is needed?

Questions we hope to answer:



Nonconsumptive Projects and Methods 
Implementation
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CWCB Resources:
• Water Supply Reserve Account 

($10M)
• Instream Flow Acquisition Program 

($1M)
• Healthy Rivers funding (≈$90K)
• Colorado Watershed Restoration 

Program  (≈ $250K)
• Multi Objective Watershed Protection 

Program (≈ $100K)
• Fish & Wildlife Resources Fund (≈ 

$500K)
• Species Conservation Trust Fund 

(≈ $6.6M)

CPaW Resources:
• Wetlands for Wildlife ($1.2M)

• Fishing Is Fun ($0.9M)

Funding Resources for 
Implementation:

Examples of Other 
Resources:
• Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
• Natural Resources Conservation 

Service Programs (esp. for private 
lands)

• National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation

• North American Wetlands 
Conservation Council

• Fundraising / partnering (e.g., with 
water providers and conservancy 
districts)



Contact Information
Jacob Bornstein: (303) 866-3441 x3248, jacob.bornstein@state.co.us

John Sandersion, (303) 324-2924 jsanderson@tnc.org 
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